
ERCC – GAC 

Minutes: Sept 5, 2019 

 
Attendees: Laurie Kerkering, Ben Zajac, Bob Hall, Jim Butler 

 
1. We reviewed the format of the October 1 luncheon. Dave Farrington will act as MC and 

give each of the four candidates for the Chester County Commissioner five minutes to 
talk. It is not intended to be a debate but rather an opportunity to listen to their 
comments. They will be available afterwards for folks to mingle and chat. The meeting is 
to be held in conjunction between the Downingtown-Thorndale Chamber of Commerce 
and the Exton Region Chamber of Commerce and will be called Meet the Candidates at 
the Downingtown Country Club.  
 

2. The Exton Region Chamber would like to host an event at the Chamber office on 
October 22nd which would be for the local township supervisors due up for election in 
Nov. They would be able to briefly talk and visit with attendees. The event would be 
held between 5:00 to 7:00 in the evening. There would be light refreshments and 
appetizers available. Each candidate would have three to five minutes to talk. The 
townships that hopefully will participate include East Whiteland Township, West 
Whiteland Township, Uwchlan Township, and Upper Uwchlan Township. Amanda 
Sundquist is to reach out to the one candidate for the East Whiteland Township; Chris 
Tabakin is to reach out to the West Whiteland Township candidates, Mark Reale is to 
reach out to Uwchlan Township candidates, and Jim Butler is to reach out to Upper 
Uwchlan Township candidates to confirm their attendance.  A formal invitation from the 
chamber will follow to each candidate. 
 

3. Alex Halper is the new contact for the chamber with the PA Chamber of Commerce. The 
previous contact at the PA Chamber, Jennifer Reis, resigned at the end of August.   
 

4. Kristine Howard, the Representative for the 167th District House of Representatives in 
Pennsylvania, is hosting a senior fair in the Exton Square Mall.  It will be held on October 
10th and the fair is designed to help seniors learn about the variety of community 
services that are available to them.  She is looking for donations of $250 or more from 
local businesses and entities that could help support this event.   
 

5. There is a landmark lawsuit heading for the Commonwealth Court that argues the state 
should basically reallocate tax dollars among the 500 public school districts due to 
shortfalls. Apparently, there is a spending gap between the wealthiest and poorest 
school districts per student. The suit aims to rectify this discrepancy. There are articles 
that can be searched on-line for the Inquirer or Pittsburgh Post-Gazette with more 
details.   



 

6. Governor Wolf is announcing fees that the Pennsylvania Department of Education will 
charge for charter school applications. The fees are due to the fact that there are a 
number of requests for charter school enrollment. There is also discussion about how 
much a cyber charter applicant will be charged which would not be insignificant.  This 
will begin January 1, 2020.  There are articles for this initiative for public school 
education available from an on-line search as well.  
 

7. Next meeting is scheduled for Oct 3. 

 
 


